The 

WOOD 

DUCK 


CN ISSN 0049-7886 



HAMILTON NATURALISTS’ CLUB 

WESTDALE P.O. BOX 89052 HAMILTON, ONTARIO L8S 4R5 


VOLUME 47. NUMBER 4 


DECEMBER 1993 


TABLE OP CONTENTS 


Page 54 


" 5 5 

:1 5 6 

" 5 7 

5 ’ 58 

" 6 0 


Notice of Monthly Meeting 
Notice of Upcoming Field Events 
President’s Column 

Crombie Appointment. A Rae of Hope for Red Hill 
Just Walkin’ in the Rain 
1953 Hamilton Fall Bird Count 
Noteworthy Bird Records 
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Notice of Monthly Meetings 

Monday, December 13, 1993; 8:0Q p.«. 

Location: Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, Auditorium 
680 Plains Road West, Burlington 

Coral Reefs: Canaries of the Sea 
Michael Bisk 

Reminder: This is our Christmas meeting. Please bring a plate of cookies and 
share the Christmas cheer with fellow Club members after the meeting. Remember 
to bring your own mugs as disposables are net available. 

****** *** ' ' 

Monday, January 10, 1994; 8:00 p.m. 

Location: Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, Auditorium 
680 Plains Road West, Burlington 

Birds off Ecuador 
David Brewer 

********* 

Monday, December 20, 1993; 7:30 p.m. 

Bird Study Group 

Location: RBG Nature Centre, Arboretuc, Old Guelph Rd,, Dund&s 

This is an informal but interesting meeting featuring a discussion of recent bird 
sightings, an identification session arid a workshop, filr or set of slides about 
some aspect of birds. If you're a beginner birdwatcher , come out to learn more 
about birds. If you're an expert birder, come out to share your knowledge and 
enthusiasm. This month will feature: 

_ Janet Snaith and Bruce Duncan - chasing hawks around south Texas 

Organizer: Bruce Duncan 1-519-622-4709 


Plant Study Group 

There will not be s meeting of the Plant Study Group in December. Check the 
January Wood Duck for details of the January meeting. 



55 


Notice of Upcoming Field Events 

December 4-19, Weekends 2:30 p,». 

winter bxrufeeding 

Join naturalists at the Kortri&ht Centre for Conservation for walks along the 
nature trails to obtain tips on birdfeeder designs and types of food for bird 

diets. All ages. 

Inquiries: 1-416-661-6600 

Thursday, Deceaber 9 7 - 3 p.«. 

CHRISTMAS IS Tfl£ COUNTRY 

Enjoy a lantern walk to hear about natural Christxeas lore, make a craft to take 
ho»e, and taste chestnuts roasted on an open fire 3t the Kortright Centre for 
Conservation. Advance tickets required. Extra fee. 

Inquiries: 1-416-832-2289 

Sunday, December 26 

HAMILTON CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

This continent-wide event has been an annual tradition for many years for local 
birders. It also provides useful data on wintering bird populations. If you 
have participated "previously, contact Mark to confirm your territory. New 
counters are welcome. 

Compiler: Mark Jennings 335-5210 

Saturday, January 1 10:00 a,a, 

RED HILL VALLEY NEW YEARS HIKE 

Start the New Year off on the right track with a hike in the Red Hill Valley. 
Meet at the Rosedale Arena at the south end of Cochrane Road. 

For more information contact: Don McLean 664-8796 John Struger 547-5116 

Sunday, January 2 

FISHERVTLLE BIRD COUNT 

If you are interested in participating, please call John as soon as possible to 
confirw your territory. The fisherville circle has the potential to be a good 
count circle by Ontario standards} talcing past in tne count is an interesting 
experience by any standard, New counters are welcome. 

Compiler: John Miles 1-519-587-5223 

Sunday, January 9 
WINTER DUCK COUNT 

This is part of a Lake-wide, waterfowl census on Lake Ontario. Our area covers 
fross Bronte Harbour to Fifty Point. Ccmfira your participation with George, 
Compiler: George Naylor 575-9016 

August 4 —7 1994 

A JOURNEY FROM FOREST TO SEA — 23rd Canadian Nature Federation Annual 
Conference 

Held at Mount St. Vincent University, hosted by the Halifax Field Naturalists, 
this conference promises an exciting tiae for everyone. For ®ore information 
contact: Peter Payzant, CNF Conference Registrar, P.0 Box 2, Waverley. Nova 

Scotia BON 2S0 Tel. 1-902-S61-16Q7 (Call before 10 p.s., AST/AST), 
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President's Column 

By John Struger 

The Christmas Holiday season will soon be upon us and how quickly the year has passed! 
It has been a very exciting year for the Club on so many fronts, with the acquisition of 
the Spooky Hollow Addition, the successful organization and completion of the tfalkathon, 
the kickoff of Project Paradise and cither Harbour initiatives, and the publication of 
Volume 2 of the Natural Areas Inventory Project. The New Year will see us continue to be 
very active in promoting natural history study and the importance of protecting natural 
areas and habitats. Stay tuned for details. 

At this time, I would like to take this occasion to thank all club members for your 
personal arid financial support of the endeavours we undertake on your behalf. We are a 
truly remarkable organization. Just last south we donated $32,000,00 to the rehabilitation 
of Cootes Paradise arid $14,323 to the West Hamilton-Jerseyville Rail-Trail. In addition, 
we have been steadily rebuilding our own Sanctuary Fund with donations, since we 
purchased the Spooky Hollow Addition. 

We should also be proud of the role the Club has played in raising public awareness of 
the importance of natural areas in our community. Club members have been working 
proactively to get the message out about the importance of natural areas in our 
communities, These areas make Hamilton and region an interesting place to live, 

This year two members of the Executive retired; Margaret McFedyen and Rob Dobos. 
Margaret did an admirable jot as our Secretary. Rcb held aany positions on the Board, the 
latest one as Publicity Director. The Club has benefited greatly from their contributions. 
We will miss you both. I would like to welcome Betty Blashill and Roslynne Price to the 
Board. Betty is our new Secretary and Roslynne is the Publicity Director, We look forward 
to working with both of you. 

On behalf of the HNC Executive, I would like to wish all of you a very happy holiday 
season. I hope that health, prosperity, and new species on your check-lists abound in 1994. 


* A * A * 

Crombie ftppoiafcraent a Raa of Hope for Red Hill 

By Don McLean 

The recent appointment of David Cramble to re-examine the Red Hill issue, offers an 
opportunity to finally abandon the ill-conceived plans to carve an expressway out of 
Hamilton's largest natural area. 

The club's Natural Areas Inventory identified over 80 significant natural areas in the 
Region of Hamilton-Wentworth, but only 6 of those fall within the boundaries of Hamilton. 
Two of thee lie in the path of the proposed expressway — the 594 hectare "Red Hill Creek 
Escarpment Valley" and the 87 hectare "Vart Wagner's Ponds & Marshes". The other four are 
all adjacent to these two and continuous with them. 

Red Hill Creek, along whose course the expressway is scheduled to run, is the last free 
flowing creek in Hamilton out of 14 that the Europeans found when they arrived in this 
area. It is the second largest creek flowing into Hamilton Harbour (after Spencer Creek), 
and the wetland near its south and. the portion of the harbour it feeds into (Windermere 
Basin) are arguably the finest bird watching areas in the Hamilton Study Area. 

The plans for a six-lane expressway ir. this valley were laid out in detail in 1%3, at 
a time when environment was a word known only to naturalists and those who had read 
Rachel Carson's Silent Spring, released the previous year. 
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Of all the things that have changed since that fateful decision, perhaps none is wore 
significant than the efforts to clean up Haaiiton Harbour, A fundamental part of that 
restoration work is there-establishment of a marsh in Cootes Paradise, The aims of that 
project are to clean the waters of Spencer Creek of sediments and the effluent from the 

Dundas Sewage Treatment Plant. „ ■ , „ . 

Yet at the other and of the harbour, the already existing Van Vagners Ponds and Marsh 
is scheduled to be paved over, eliminating its function of cleaning the sediments from Red 
Hill Creek and its potential assistance in dealing with the effluent from Hamilton's sewage 

treatment plant on Woodward Avenue. . 

Even more serious impacts on the harbour will occur if the expressway and its 
interchange with the QEW pass (as scheduled) through the middle of the Brampton Street 
dump with its unmeasured toxic contents. Add to these impacts on harbour water quality 
the effects of a creek encased in concrete and collecting the detritus of a six-lane 

highway* 

Ecological concerns aside, the cost of the Red Hill Creek Expressway is perhaps the most 
compelling reason to reconsider this 30-year-old mistake. The total price for the 12~sile 
route across the mountain and down the valley will certainly exceed half a billion dollars. 

To put that, in perspective*, that amount would pay for 2000 natural area inventories 
of the size we have just completed. For each saile of the road, we could construct two oi 
three new high schools. The entire annual budget of Hamilton's public library system (now 
facing major staff and acquisition cutbacks) could be paid fro® the interest charges on 
the road cost AND enough would be left over for two more equally large library.systems. We 
could have 30 new waterfront parks (even if we had to remove contaminated soil first) for 
the price of this one road; or 65 twin pad arenas; or 50 new recreation centres; or about 100 

new branch libraries. 

A re-examination of the plans for this expressway in the light of current 
environmental and fiscal realities is long overdue. It. is to be hoped that Crombie, the 
author of a new green plan for the greater Toronto area, can work his magic in steeltown 

too. 


Just Walkin’ in the Rain 


The final figures are in for the 1993 Nature Walkathon for the Environment and the 
total raised exceeded $26 thousand! While this is about Seven thousand lower than 1992, the 
weather was seven hundred times worse. Despite repeated downpours, over 300 walkers 
merrily completed 10, 15 or 20 kilometres, much of it along the new HRCA Rail-Trail. 

One of the soggy marchers was HNC President John Struger who had to complete the whole 
thing because he had 3655 in pledges from club members riding on his shoulders. John was 
one of 9 HNC members- who walked on behalf of the club and collected a total of $153b in 
pledges. At least 10 other club members used the walk to raise funds for the environmental 
projects of other organizations including Friends of Red Hill Valley, Pleasantview and the 

Bay Area Restoration Council, ... ...... 

HNC members continue to be prominent in the organizational side or the walkatnon wixn 

more than half the volunteers. 

The efforts of our walkers and volunteers produced a cheque to the HNC in the amount 
of $3,116.60 which will go towards the re-building of our sanctuary fund after the Latomell 

The focus project of the 1993 walkathon was the new Rail-Frail of the Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority and walk coordinator Don McLean delivered a cheque to the 
November 4th meeting of the HRCA in the amount of $14,323.38. 

Planning for the 1994 Walkathon is already underway. The focus project next year will 

be protection of the Niagara Escarx ment * 
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3993 Hamilton Fall Bird Count 


By Bill Lamcnd 

The 1993 Hamilton Fall Bird Count (HFBC) narked the 20th anniversary of this fall ritual 
that was started by Alan Koraington in 1974, A total of 83 observers were out in the field 
on Sunday November 7th recording late season migrants as well as the familiar resident 
species. The weather for the count was decidedly cold with a daytime high of 2.6°C, and with 
fairly strong winds under cloudy skies, it was not exactly a pleasant day to be outdoors. 
Nonetheless, observers recorded 134 species this year, which is 8 species above the 20 year 
average of 126 species. 

There were many interesting aspects of the 1993 count. Three new species were recorded 
on the fall count raising the cumulative, fall count total to 217 species. Most notable among 
this trio was the Plegad.is Ibis observed flying over Bronte which was later observed at 
the Tollgate Ponds in Hamilton. This bird was an adult, but unfortunately was not observed 
well enough to determine if it was a Glossy or Whlte-faced Ibis, Another new species for 
the HP’BC was the adult male Barrow's Goldeneye, observed on Lake Ontario along the Stoney 
Creek shoreline. The other new bird for the count was a Yellow Warbler observed in the 
"willows"' at Cootes Paradise. Several species were recorded for only the second time 
including Lesser Black-backed Gull, Sandhill Crane, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Cape May Warbler, 
and Lincoln's Sparrow. Feregrirte Falcon, Red Phaiarope and Bohemian Waxwing were recorded 
for only the third time and Red-eyed Vireo was recorded for the fourth time. Other notable 
species recorded in 1993 included Hudsonian Godwit, Tree Swallow, Savannah Sparrow and 
Pine Grosbeak. 

A total of 22 species were recorded in record-high numbers this year. Of these, 10 
species were waterfowl .including 4 species of diving duck which were taking advantage 
of the Zebra Mussels in Lake Ontario. The 4,3% Common Goldeneyes recorded was 604% higher 
than the previous record-count. The 13,937 Greater Scaup was 313% higher than the previous 
high count. Lesser Scaup and Bufflehead numbers were 293% and 152% higher, respectively, 
than previous record counts. Other notable HFBC record-counts included 6 Eastern Phoebes, 
6 Tufted Titmice, and 15 Long-eared Owls, 

Very few species were recorded in beluw-average numbers. There were only 4 species at 
record-low levels including Killdeer, Dunlin, Northern Flicker, and Purple Finch. A few 
species that are usually recorded on the HFBC were missed this year including Blue-winged 
Teal, White-ruinped Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Gray Catbird, Rufous-sided Towhee, Field 
Sparrow and Eastern Meadowlark, 

Participation in this years count was above average and this shows that interest in 
the HFSC is still very strong, ensuring that it will carry on well into the future. Two 
individuals have participated in all 20 counts. These individuals are Kevin McLaughlin 
and Mark Jennings. Peter van Dyken, Bob Curry and Jim Pringle have participated in 19 
counts and Hazel Broker and George Meyers have participated in 18. A few other observers 
have participated in over 15 counts. This kind of dedication deserves to be commended and 
I thank these individuals as well as all the other people that have taken part in the HFBC 
in the past 20 years. I would also like to thank all the other compilers who have organized 
the HFBC over the years. The compilers are: Alan Worming ton (1974-78); Bruce Duncan (1979-80); 
Pierrie Mineau (1981); and Kevin McLaughlin (1982-84, 1987-90). 
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1993 RESULTS 


&tva Covered: Selected areas within a 40.2 km radius of Dundurn Castle, Hamilton, Ontaiio, 
<-o include: the Lake Ontario shoreline from Port Credit to Beaasville; the Conservation 
Areas of Christie, Binfcmok, Fifty Paint, Hountsberg, Valero, Iroquois Heights, Dundas 
Valley, Governors Road, Rattlesnake Point, Hilton Falls and Spencer Gorge; Rock Chapel 
Sanctuary; Lake Medad; Puslmch, Mohawk and Dunmark Lakes; Chedoke Resei voir. Sassafras, 
Bronte, and Burloak Woods; Ccctes Paradise; Woodland and White Chapel Cemeteries; Kings 
Forest; Bronte, Rattray and Van Wagners Marshes; Beverly Swamp; Hamilton Harbour; 
Windermere Basin; Grimsby and Cainsviile Sewage Ponds; Spring Valley, Red Hill, Bronte and 
Oakville Creek ravines; and the Grand River from Cayuga to Cambridge. 


Sunday, November ?, 199& 4.-00 a.m. to 5:40 p.s, Temperature: ~1.5°C to 2.6°C. Winds WSW, 

moderate at sunrise and increasing to an average speed of 19,4 ka/hr, gusting to 50 kui/hr. 
Mostly heavy cloud with some sunny breaks. S3 observers in 42 parties. Total party hours: 
267.6 + 6 hours owling. 


Species: Underlined totals represent record high numbers unless specified as record low; 
underlined species require documentation by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee, except 
for Plegadis ibis sp. which requires documentation by the Ontario Bird Records Committee. 


Red-throated Loon 2; Common Loon 38? Pied-billed Grebe 8; Horned Grebe 41; Red-necked Grebe 
72' Double-crested Cormorant 28; Great Blue Heron &4; 31ack-crowned Night-Heron 7; Plsgadis 
ibis sp. (either Glossy or White-faced Ibis) 1 (first count record) (MJ/BCu,.IQ); Tundra Swan 
66-~Mute Swan 39; Snow Goose J; Brant 4; Canada Goose 7,116; Wood Duck 4; Green-winged Teal 
681; American Black Duck 538; Mallard 4,901; Northern Pintail 207; Northern Shoveler 417; 
Gadwal) 403; American Wigeou 61; Canvasbac.k 71; Redhead 19; Ring-necked Duck 39; Lesser 
Scaup 4 437; Greater Scaup 11,937; Oldsquaw 1,308; Black Scoter 33; Surf Scoter 5; White-winged 
Scoter'll; Common Goldeneye 4,1%; Barrow’s Gol deneye 1 (first count record) (BSm.JCr); 
Bufflehead 1,648; Hooded Merganser 562; Common Merganser 528; Red-breasted Merganser 499; 
Ruddy Duck 54; Turkey Vulture 2; Northern Harrier 22; Sharp-shinned Hawk 13; Cooper's Hawk 
3- Northern Goshawk 4; Red-shouidered Hawk 2; Rough-legged Hawk 8; Red-tailed Hawk 382; 
American Kestrel 83; Peregr ine Falcon 1 (BC,JO,RH); Ring-necked Pheasant 5; Ruffed Grouse 
3 (low); American Coot 108;'Sand hill C rane 3 (M8,HW,MW); K.illdeer 20 (low); Black-bellied Plover 
I; Greater Yellowlegs ,14; Lesser Yellowlegs 1; Hudsonian Godwit 1; Sanderling ,2; Dunlin 55 
(low); Common Snipe 1; American Woodcock 2; R?d_Ph_alajn3pe 1 (BSm,JCr); Bonaparte’s Gull 17; 
Ring-billed Gull 15,781; Herring Gull 7,4%; Less er B1 ack-b ack gd Gu ll 1 (BLa); Great Black- 
backed Gull 233; Rock Dove 1,925; Mourning Dove 958; Eastern Screech Owl 31; Great Horned Owl 
24; Long-eared Owl 18; Northern Saw-whet Owl 1; Belted Kingfisher 20; Red-bellied Woodpecker 
9; Downy Woodpecker 187; Hairy Woodpecker 44; Northern Flicker 15 (low); Pileated Woodpecker 
4' Eastern Wood—Pewee 1: Eastern Phoebe _6: Horned Lark 81: Iree Swallow 1; Blue Jay 6/3; 
Ame"rican _ Crow~2^i90; _ Black-capyed Chickadee 1,741; Tufted Titmousej> (JMi/BSt/MSt); White¬ 
breasted Nuthatch 182; Red-breasted Nuthatch 48; Brown Creeper 41; Carolina Wren 22; Winter 
Wren 25; Golden-crowned Kinglet 179; Ruby-crowned Kinglet 34; Eastern Bluebird 8; Hermit 
Thrush/7; American Robin 867; Northern Mockingbird 46; American Pipit 18; Bohemian 
Waxwing 6 (KMcL,RW/PRo/DMcC/BCu,JO,RH); Cedar Waxwing 674; Northern Shrike 5; European 
Starling 44.349; Red-eye d V ired 1 (AGr); Yell ow Warbler 1 (first count record) <PRo,KS); Cape 
May Warbler 1 (PRo.KS); Yellow-rumped Warbler 30; Common Yellowthroat 2; Northern Cardinal 
398’"American Tree Sparrow 703; Chipping Sparrow 3; Savannah Sparrow 1; Fox Sparrow 15; Song 
Sparrow 90; Lincoln's Spar row 2 (PRo,KS/R»a>; Swamp Sparrow 21; White-throated Sparrow 59; 
White-crowned Sparrow 8; Dark-eyed (Slate-coloured) Junco 1,569; Dark-eyed (Oregon) Juncd 
1- Lapland Longspur 8; Snow Bunting 1,007; Red-winged Blackbird 3,606; Rusty Blackbird 29 
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(low); Common Crackle 162; Brown-beaded Cowbird 54; Pine Grosbeak 3; Purple Finch J* Uow); 
H 0US e Finch 919; White-winged Crossbill 1; Common Redpoll 552; Pine Siskin 113; American 
Goldfinch 654; Evening Grosbeak 5§; House Sparrow 1,547. 

Total: 134 species and 1 additional subspecies; 136,424 individuals. 

Seen day before or day after count, but rot on count day: Bald Eagle, Snowy Owl. 

Observers: David Agrc, S. Barone, Glen Barnett, Mary Beaver, Colin Bell, Eleanor Bell, 
Christine Bishop, Hazel Broker, Mike Cadman, Barb Charlton, George Coker, Ted Cole, Jim Cram, 
Bill Crins, Bob Curry, Keith Dieroff, Rob Dawson, Mary Dayman, Rob Dobos, Jill Elliott, Lois 
Evans Luc Fazio, Denys Gardiner, Alex Gray, D. Harding, Brian Kenshaw, Jim Heslop, Rick 
Hughes, Mark Jennings, Roy King, Ursula Roister, Albert Kuhnigh, Paul Kuly, Bill Lamond 
(compiler), Dennis Lewington, Gwen Lewington, Marg Rudkin. Rick Ludkin, Wolfgang Lurt, Ron 
Luft George Mann, Sandra Mathieson, Jim Mathieson, Doug McCallum, Brian McHat.tie, Kevin 
McLaughlin, Don McLean, Greg Meek, Sue Meek, F. Merton, George Meyers, Anita Meyers, K. 
Musgrave, George Naylor, Jean Niskanen, Magnc Osteras, Rose Peterson, Jeff Poklen, Mary 
Poof ret. Norm Poof ret, Paul Rose, Patti Rusin, Tony Salvadori, Kristi Sebalj, Bill Smith, Ian 
Smith Paul Smith, Bob Stamp, Mike Street, Sam Tabone, T. Talevy, Peter van Dyken, Rohan van 
Twest! Jackie Yip; Rob Waldhuber, Harry Walker, Marie Walker, David Walker, Phil Walker, 
Reinder Westerhoff, Dan Wylie, Brian Wylie, Bryan Wyatt (Hamilton Naturalists' Club, South 
Peel Naturalists' Club, Kitchener-Wat.erloo Field Naturalists, Guelph Field Naturalists). 


Noteworthy Bird Records 

By Rob Dobos 

Number of species recorded to May 31, 1993 - 256. For underlined species or dates a 
written documentation is required by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee (HBRC). 
Capitalized species are provincial rarities requiring documentation by the Ontario 
Bird Records Committee (QBRC), 

Observers: Clive Baugh (CBa), Christine Bishop (CB), Barb Charlton (BC), Jim Cram (JC), 
William Crins (WC), Bill Cuddy (BCu), Hugh Currie (HC), Robert Curry (RC), Rob Dobos (RD) 

Jim Do wall (JD), Bruce Duncan (BD), Gavin Edraonstone (GE), Alf Epp (AE), Jim Fairchild (JF), 
Kathleen Gardiner (KG), Patricia Gilbert (PG). Phill Holder (PH), Mark Jennings (MJ), Jan 
Klyve (JK) Bill Laraond (BL), Dennis Lewington (DL), Gwen Lewington (GL), Rick Ludkin (RL), 
lock Mack'ay (JMk), Brian McKattie (BM), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Don McLean (DM), Peter 
McFarland (PM), George Meyers (GM), John Miles (JM), Dave Kilsom (DM), Jock Mackay (JMk), 
Norman Murr (NM), George Naylor (GN), Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch (NPH), John Olmsted 
(JO), Magne Osteras (MO), Don Perks (DP), Jeff Poklen (JP), Dan Ripley (DR), Paul Rose (PR), 
Tony Salvadori (TS), Bill Smith (BS), Janet Snaith (JSn), Rick Snider (RSn), Robert Stamp 
(RSt ) Mike Street (MS), Roland vartder Vliet (RW), Rohan van Twest (RvT), Rob Waldhuber 
(RW), Margaret Walton (MW), Peter Whelan (PWh), Alan Worming tor. (AW), Brian Wyatt (BWt), 
Many Observers (m.obs.), Birdathon Team Hamilton (BTH -RD,BL,GN,BC). 
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l-egend; 

* -first occurrence for the year 
F -first occurrence for the 

iaj.g ration 

L -last occurrence for the 
Migration 

terr. -on breeding territory or 

territorial male 

HSA -Hamilton Study Area 

# -documentation submitted to 
OBRC 


Plumages: 

m, -male 
f. -female 

ad, -adult 
irnin. -immature 

1st win. -first winter 
1st sum. -first summer 
2nd win. -second 
winter 

2nd sun. -second 
summer 


Counlies/Regious: 
Brant [BR] 

Hal ton [HI] 

Halditoand-Norfolk [#N] 
Hamilton-Wentworth 

t m 

Niagara [NG\ 

Waterloo [WT] 
Wellington [WL\ 


MARCH, APRIL, & MAY 1993 

Red-throated Loons Birds seen fro® Woodland Cemetery [HW] included: six -Apr 6 * (BS), 31 
-Apr 8 (RC,JD), 2 -Apr 9 (BL,RD,BC,JD), 1 -Apr 11 (BL.KM), & -Apr 15 (B5,RD), 15 -Apr 17 (BL et 


a/..). 

Co:$*®oii Loon* One 1st win. was at Bronte Harbour [rfCj Mar 20 (KM), one was at Bsamer c.A. 
[HC\ Apr 4 F (PR,MS); one was at Puslinch Lake [WL] Apr 22 (RD); 11 were on the Burlington 
Lakesbore [ifL] May 24 (KM); four were at LaSalle Karina [HW] May 31 (RD). 

Pied~biiled Grebes Two were at Woodland Cemetery and one was at Windermere Basin [HW] 
Apr 9 F (RD et aJ.); one was at Tollgate Ponds [HW\ Apr 17-25 (KM et ad.); two terr. pairs 
were at Foreman Rd Wetland [HW] Apr 14-on (RDpu.obs,); three were at Green Mt Rd Quarry 
[HU] Apr 20 (RD), and one was there May 23 (MS), 

Homed Grebe: Two were on the Burlington Lakeshore Mar 6 F (KM); nine were off Fifty Rd 
[HW] Mar 21 (RD,BC); two were at Puslinch Lake, and 10 were off Shoreacres [//L] Apr 22 (RD); 


two were there May 24 (KM). 

Red-necked Grebe: One was off Walkers Line [HI] Mar 3 F (BS); one was on the Bay off CCIW 
[HW I Apr 2 (RD); counts off Shoreacres included: six -Apr S (SD), 14 -May 4 (RD.RvV); five 
were off LaSalle Marina Apr 16 (RD);six were off Woodland Cemetery Apr 21 (RD). 
Eared_Grebe: 0ne was at Puslinch Lake Apr 17 * (RvT et al.)\ one was off Walkers Line May 
3r7 (DP;m.obs, -fide HC). 

Double-crested Cormorant: Two ad. were on the Bay at CCIW Mar 29 F (RD); 10 were at 
Valens C.A. [HW] Apr 14 (RD); numbers at Tollgate Ponds were up to 320 by Apr 14 (RD); 
numbers at Bronte included 80 -Apr 28 and 110 -May 17 (MJ). 

Aaerican Bittern: One was at Six Nations Reserve [ALV] May 5 * (RC); one was at Hwy 52 N 
of 10th Cone [HW 1 May 6 (RD); one was at Valens Rd 6 6th Cone [HW\ May 22 (BTH); one was at 
Rockton Sparrow Field [HW] May 22 (BTH). 

Great Egret; Two were over Hwy 20, Hamilton [HW] Apr 5 * (RW); two were at Copetown Bog 
[HW] Apr 8 (BD); one was along Stoney Creek N of Barton St [ HW] Apr 19 (DM); one was on 5th 
Cone at Spencer Creek [HW] Apr 20 (RD); one was over Shell Park, Bronte [HI] Apr 26 (MJ); 
one was over Woodland Cemetery May 2 (RD); one was at Van Wagners Ponds [HW] May 31 (RD). 
Green-backed Heron: One was at Woodland Cemetery Apr 24 * (BL,KM). 

Black—crowned flight—Heron: Five were at Tollgate Ponds Apr t 1 (RvV); two ad. were at 

Shoreacres Apr 8 (RD); six were at Far re Island on the Bay [HW] Apr 18 F (RC). 

v wt t f 1W-CR C WNE D NI GHT-HERON: An ad. was along Spencer Creek at Dundas Marsh [HW] May 

36 * (BD, JSn), and was seen up to May 22 L (snobs.) #. This is the first HSA record since 

1988. 

Tundra Swans Four were on the Lake at Walkers Line (RD) and 33 were over McMaster 
University [HW] (PR) Mar 8 *; 26 were over the High Level Bridge [HW] (RC), and 75 were 
over the Bay (RD) Mar S; 21 were at Bayshore Park [A r (7j Mar 21 (RC); six were at Princess 
Point [HW] Mar 21 (MM); one was at Woodland Cemetery Apr 8 L (RC,JD). 

Trumpeter Swan: Four were off Walkers Line Mar 21 (NM). 



62 


Snow Goose: The white morph ad. was at Desjardins Canal [//V! Mar 19 (AW); nine blue 
morph were past Beamer C.A. Hat 28 F (RD.KM et ah). 

S.ant: Fifteen were at Bronte May 23 * and four were there May 24 (GE). 

Wf Dock: A wintering m. was at Shoreacres Mar 3 (RD), and another was at Desjardins 
Canal Mar 19 (AW); four were at Valley Inn and 10 were at Dundas Marsh Mar 31 F (RD); 10 
U prp At Woodland Cemetery Apr 9 (RD et alX _ 

Green-winged Teal: Two were off Venture Inn [ML] Mar 21 F (KM.BL.PR); 8i were at Woodland 
Cemetery Mar 31 (RD); 6 at Tollgate Ponds Apr 20 (RW); one m. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds [Aft,] 

TWO were oft Walkers Line Mar 9 F (BS); eight were at Wij.den.ere Basie 
Mar 18 (RC); 17 were at Woodland Cemetery Apr 6 (RD); one f. was at Tollgate Ponds May .... 

/ DhTJ 'i 

Blue-winged Teal: One m. was off Guelph Line l HL] Mar 20 • (KM.GWi nine were at Grimsby 
Sewage Ponds Apr 9 (RD.BC,BL); eight were at. Dur.das Marsh Apr 17 (RD et ai... 
iSe.4 StovJLr: One «. was off Venture Inn Mar 26 ? «D>;30 were at Woodland 
rprapterv Acr 9 (RD et al.); five m. were at Windermere Basin May -9 L iKM/. 

EURASIAN WIGEOS: A male was on the Lake off Appleby [/ZL] and Walkers Lines >.ar 

American Wigemu Four were off Aopleby Line and 11 were off Walkers Line Mar 8 F (RD); 

10 were off Woodland Cemetery Mar 31 (RD); 20 were at Dundas Marsh Apr 17 (RD. et al.); -4 
were at Millgrove Loam Pits [HW\ Apr 20 (RD); a pair were at Windermere Basin May .1 (RD). 
Canvasback: Fourteen were off Venture Inn Mar 11 (RD); 18 were at Windermeie Basin 

29 (RD); one f. was at Tollgate Ponds May 29 (KM). ,? (Rn „ n 

Redhead: Twelve were off Venture Inn Mar 11 (RD); nine were at Valens C.A. Apr 17 (RD.BC). 
Ring-necked Duck: One wintering m. was at Windermere Basin Mar 6 (KM); two were at 
Spencer Smith Park Mar 7 F (KM et al.); 120 were at Valens C.A. Apr 7 (RD>); 5~.were: at 
Millgrove Loam Pits Apr 20 (RD); two were at Smithville Sewage Ponds lAid 24 (KM). 
TUFTED DUCK: The ad. us, at Windermere Basin remained throughout the period (m.obs.) 

but was also at Tollgate Fonda May 22 (KM) #, an i»». ». off 

Venture Inn Mar 9-29 (AW;m.obs.) #. „ Q f 

Greater Scaup: 6750 were counted along the Burlington Lakeshore Mar 9 (AW), four were 

at Shoreacres May 24 (KM); one m. was at Tollgate Ponds May 29 (KM). 

Lesser Scaup: 205 were counted along the Burlington LaKeshore Mar 9 (AW , 600 were a 
Windermere Basin Mar 18 (RC); six were there May 23 (KM); one a. was at /alens C.A. May 

COMMON ELDER: A 1st win. m. was along the Burlington Lakeshore Mar o--Apr 4L 
f ir ts BWt:m obs.) #. This is the third known record for the HSA. 

Kins Eider: Birds along the Burlington Lakeshore included: one ad. m. Mar 6-Apr a 
(mToblXone 2nd win. m. Mar 15-20 (RD;m.obs..), one 1st win. a. Mar 6-20 (KM;m.obs.), and up to 

HSl^S^^^^he'feille present along the Burlington Lakeshore since Jan 15 was 

last rPDorted Apr 11 at Shoreacres (BL.KM). - „ ... 

Oldsquaw: 1450 were counted along the Burlington Lakeshore Mar 9 (AW); do 00 were on uhe 
Layoff Fifty Rd Mar 21 (RD.BC); two were at Valens C.A. Apr 17 vRD.BC); at Bronte mere 

were 250 -May 17 and 60-May 21 (MJ). . 

hlack scot-n Numerous reports of small numbers amongst the many White-wingsalong 
the Burlington Lakeshore during March, including: 1 m. off Appleoy Line Mar 6 (KM), and 

also three f. there Mar 9 (RD et si.). . 

Sur f scoter: Numerous reports of small numbers amongst the many White-wings along the 

Burlington Lakeshore during Harch-April, including: 20- -Mar 7 «» •**£»?** 9 (AW) ‘ 
2 o _Mar 20 (RD), 10 -Apr 5 (RW); one m. was on the Bay off Baysnore Paik May 3 L (RD). 
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WMte-winged Scoters About 1IIGD were counted along the Burlington Lakeshore Mar 9 (AW); 
24 were at Bronte May 21 (MJ), and eight were there May 24 (KM). 

CoH®on Goldeneye: 4950 were counted along the Burlington Lakeshore Mar 9 (AW). 

A bird with features of inale I?0ME and 
female COGO was off Burlington Mar 8-15 (BS,PH et al.). 

Bar i ? jw , 3 _Goideney;^ The male present along the Oakville Lakeshore [KL] was last reported 

Mar 7 L at Howard Ave (KM,BL,KG). . 

Bufflehead: 560 were counted along the Burlington Lakeshore Mar 9 (AW); 230 were at 
Grimsby Sewage Ponds Apr 1? (KM.BL); two were at Coopers Rd Pond [Hty May IS (RD); one f. 

was at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 22 (BTH). . . ... 

Hooded Merganser: Three were off Venture Inn Mar 7 F (RD et aZ.); three wintering buds 
were at Desjardins Canal Mar 19 (AW); six were at Woodland Cemetery Apr 9 (RD et ah). 
CoBison Merganser: 55 were off Woodland Cemetery Mar 31 (RD); 120 were at Valens C.A. Apr 
14 (RD); two m. were on the Bay at Neare Island May 22 (KM). 

Red-breasted Merganser: About 500 were off Bronte Apr 13 (RD); 20 were along the 
Burlington Lakeshore May 24 (KM). 

Ruddy Duck: Two were at Tailgate Ponds Apr 5 F (RvV.RD), and 20 were there Apr 2b (RWr, 
six ware off Woodland Cemetery Apr 9 (RD et al.), and 14 were there Apr 25 (KM.BL); six 
were at Valens C.A. Apr 22 (RD); one was a?: Tollgate Ponds May 18 (RvV); two were at 
Mountsberg C.A. May 22 (BTH); two a. were at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 28 (RD). 

Turkey Vulture: The first was one at Beamer C.A. Mar 22 * (NPH); 47 were seen goxng to 
roost at German School Rd [BR} Apr 5 (BL.KG); peak counts at Beamer were 330 -Apr 4 and 

Osprey^Twcf^were at Beamer C.A. (NPH), and one was at Woodland Cemetery (BS) Apr 6*; peak 
numbers at Beamer were six -Apr 15, and seven -Apr 16 (NPH). 

Bald Panic: At Beamer 14 birds were counted (NPH). including: 1 -Mar 22 F, 1 -Mar * , 

Mar 3Ckl-Apr 3. 1 -Apr 4, 1 -Apr 6. 1 -Apr 10. 1 -Apr 12. 1 -Apr 15, 1 -Apr 27 1 -May 3 1 - 
May 14 L; one ad. was on the Bay off CCIW Mar 4 (RD); one imm. was at Bayshore Park Mar 21 
(RC); one ad. was over Plains Rd [ML] Mar 22 (RC); one imm. was at Woodland Cemetery Mar 31 
'RD^ Apr 4 (KM,BL) and Apr 8 (RC); one imm. was at Dundas Marsh May 18 L (BL). 

Northern Harrier: Beamer's first was on Mar 22 F (NPH); 28 were counted there Jpr 5 tying 
the record daily high total (NPH); one terr. m. was at Cooper Rd S of Safari Rd [Hit ! Apr 3 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Beamer’s first was on Mar 1 F (NPH); peak counts there were: 226 - 

Apr 8, 265 -Apr 24, 241 -Apr 29 (NPH); . ^ - 

Cooper's Hawk: Beamer's first was one Mar 9 F (NPH); a new record one day high count or 

50 was made there Apr 5 (NPH). . , . . . ,,- 

Northern Goshawk: 28 were counted at Beamer Mar lOF-May 6L, with a peak of 4 Apr 15 
(NPH); one was at Aldershot High School .Apr 16 (RC); one imm. was at Woodland Cemetery 

Apr 25 (KM.BL). . . . . . 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Beamer's first were two Mar 12 F (NPH); a new record one aay high 

of 449 was counted on Apr 5 (NPH); , t D , 0 

Broad-winged Hawk: The first was early at Beamer AprJ * (NPH); the peak there was 9x8 
birds Apr 27 (NPH); one terr. was at the Hyde Tract May 22 (BTH); one terr. pair was at 

Martins Rd, Dundas Valley May 31 (BL,CB,BM).. ^ 

SWAfflSOTVS HAWK: An imm. light morph was reported from Beamer C.A. on Apr 20 ana 

anotlier'was reported from there on Apr 27 (GM) #. . 

Red-tailed Hawk: A darkjaorph bird (B, j. calurus ) was at Beamer C.A. Apr 11 vRC;. 
Rough-legged Hawk: Beamer’s first was one Mar 7 F (NPH); the last there was one May / L 

Golden Eagle; A total of six birds were counted at Beamer. 1 -Mar 19 *, 2 -Mar 28, 1 -Apr 
27, 1 -Apr 30, 1 -May 2 L (NPH). 
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Merlin: One at Hwy 5 & Woodhill Rd Mai’ 6 (BL), and one at the Venture Inn Mar 7 (JD) were 
likely wintering birds; nine birds counted at Beamer include: 1 -Apr 10 F, 1 -Apr 15, 2 - 
Apr 22, 1 -Apr 23, 1 -Apr 28, 1 -Apr 29, 1 -May 2, 1 -May 11 L (NPH); one was at Grimsby 
Sewage Ponds Apr 25 (KM.BL), and another was there May 2 (RD); one was at Westover Rd N 
of Peters Corners [HU] Apr 29 (RD); one was at Bur.loak Woods May 3 (MJ). 

Peregrine Falcon: One was at Beamer G.A. Apr_4 F and another was there on May 1 (NPH); 
one was at CCIW May 21 L (RD), 

Ring-necked Pheasant: One f, was at 10th Rd E & Mud St [HU] Mar 21 (RD,BC); one was at 
Windermere Basin May 6 (RC). 

Wild Turkey: Five f, were on RR 37 W of Lennon Rd [HU\ Mar IS * (RD), and were reportedly 
present there earlier in Mar by a local landowner ( fide BD); eight were reported from 
Weirs Lane [HU] in early Apr (.fide BD); three were reported on Valens Rd f//W] in early 
April ( fide MW); one ton was at 6th Cone E of Valens Rd [HU] May 8 (JD); one was at Peters 
Corners [HU] May 13 (BD); a gobbling tom was heard near Safari & Kirkwall Rds [//f/J May 22 
(BTH). 

Virginia Rail: One was at Beverly Swamp [A r Wj May 1 * (RC); one was at Safari Rd Wetland 
[HW\ May 5 (RD); one was at Bronte Marsh [HQ May 11 (GE); two were at Copetown Bog, Slote 
Rd [HU 1 May 22 (MS); one was at Dundas Marsh May 22 (BTH). 

Sora: One was at Beverly Swamp May 1 * (RC); one was at Sronte Marsh May 4 (GE); one was 
at Dundas Marsh May 17 (RD); four were at Safari Rd Wetland May 22 (BTH),. 

Common Moorhen: The wintering linm. at Desjardins CanaJ. was last reported Apr 10 (KM); 
two were at Foreman F.d Wetland Apr 20F-on (RD;ra,obs.); one was at Dundas Marsh May 23 
(KM). 

American Coat; One was at Taquanyah C.A. [Hffl. Mar IS * (JM): one was off Walkers Line Mar 
20 (KM.RD et al.)\ one was at Foreman Rd Wetland Apr 20 -24 (RD;KM,BL); one was at Bronte 
Apr 25 (GE); one was at Dundas Marsh May 22 (BTH). 

Sandh ill Crane; One ad. was at Grass Lake [WT] Apr 17 * (JMk); two ad. were on a nest 
there Apr 22 (RD); two downy chicks were with the adults May 20 (RD); by May 22 Gnly one 
chick was present (BTH). Five were over Bearoer C.A. May 5 (GM); one was over the Beverly 
Swamp May 23 (JF). 

Seal pa! mated Plover: One was at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 9 * (RC); 15 were at 
Woodhill Rd S of Hwy 5 May 17 (RD); two were at LaSalle Marina May 22 (KM); four were at 
Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 29 (KM), 

Killdeer: One was at Spencer Smith Park (BL), and one was off Appleby Line <BC,RD) Mar 7 

Greater Yellowlegs: One was over Beamer C.A. Mar 30 * (PR et al.j; eight were at 8th Rd E, 
Saltfleet [HU j Apr 10 (AE); 14 were at 10th Rd E [HU] Apr 10 (BL.,KM), and. 11 were there Apr 24 
(DL,GL); one was at Woodhill Rd S of Hwy 5 May 12-2CL (RC;RD). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Three were at Windermere Basin Apr 18 * (RC): 20 were at Smithville 
Sewage Ponds May 2-5 (RD,BC:KM). 

Solitary Sandpiper: One was at Fairchild Creek, Brantford [S/R] Apr 24 * (BL): one was at 
Smithville Sewage Ponds May 5 (RD.KM); four were at Bronte May 14 (GE). 

Spotted Sandpiper: One was at Windermere Basin Apr 21 * (RD). 

Upland Sandpiper; Two were at the Rockton Sparrow Field Apr 24 * (BL); seven were at 
10th Rd E Apr 25 (GN); three were at Middletown Rd & 5th Cone [HU] Apr 27 (RD). 

Whimbrel: Forty were at Bronte Harbour May 24 * (GE,MJ,CEa), and six were there Ma.y 28 
(MJ); three were over Northview Cres, Burlington [HQ May 31 L (MJ). 

Ruddy Turnstone: Two were at Windermere Basin May 21 * (RD); 26 were at Bronte Harbour 
May 28 (MJ); about 100 were at Van Wagners Beach May 31 (BS). 

Red Knot: One was at Bronte Harbour May 28 * (MJ), 

Sanderling: Seven were at Bronte Harbour May 23 * and three were there May 29 (MJ). 
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Semipalaated Sandpipers Two were at Woodhill Rd S of Hwy 5 Hay 18 * (RD), and 18^ were 
there May 23 (KM); 20 were at Smith ville Sewage Ponds May 24 (KM); 75 were at Windermere 
Basin and 30 were at LaSalle Marina May 31 (RD). 

Least Sandpiper: Three were at. Saithville Sewage Ponds May 2 - (P.D.BC), and 2u were 
there May 9 (RC); 22 were at Woodhill Rd S of Hwy 5 May 12 (RC), and about 100 were there 

May 18 (RD); one was there Hay 30 L (KM). ' ' 

White-ruKped Sandpiper: One was at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 22 * (RD); one was at 

Wjnder®ere Basin May 29 (KM). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Eight were at 10th Rd Ei Apr 10 * (BL.KM); 1 was at Windermere basin 
Apr 19 (RC); 13 at Sciithville Sewage Ponds May 2 (RD.BC); 3 at Woodhill Rd S of Hwy 5 May 1 

mSin: One was at 10th Rd E Apr 10 * (BL.KM); one was at Tolls ate Ponds Apr 18 (RvV); two 
were at Windersere Basin Apr 24 (KM,BL); three were at Woodhill Rd S of Hwy 5 May 18 (RD); 
three ware on Hearc Island May 21 (RvV); 170 were at LaSalle Marina May 22 (BTH;KM,; three 
were at Griasby Sewage Ponds- May 29 (KM); numbers at Bronte Harbour included: x -May 21, 
50 -May 24, 112 -May 25, 14 -May 29 (MJ;CBa). 

Ruff: A female was at Woodhill Rd S of Hwy 5 May 12*~1S (RC;m,obs.). 

Short-billed Do witches Ten were at Smith ville Sewage Ponds May 22 * (BTH); one was at 
Windermere Basin May 24 (KM). 

Co.hod Snipe: One was at 11th Rd E [HUl Apr 4 * (BL.KM); four were dismaying at Copetown 

Bog, Slate Rd Apr 9 (RD,BC): , 

Aaericao Woodcock: One was at Bock £. Glanbrook Rds [HW] Mar 29 * (RD. 
f ittle Gull: Two ad. were at Woodland Cemetery Apr 18 * (RC). 

Bonaparte's Gull; Counts from Woodland Cemetery included: three -Apr 4 * (KM.BL), 3J-Apr 
6 (BS) 35 -Apr 18 (RC), 200 -Apr 24 (KM.BL); there were 200 at Bronte Harbour Apr 23 (GE.rfJ), 
100 were at McCollum Rd {HtJ\ Apr 24 (KM.BL); 50 were at LaSalle Marina Apr 26 (RD). 

Iceland Gull: One ad. was at Bronte Mar 14 (GE); one ad. was past CCIW Apr 27 L (RD). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: One 2nd sum. was at McCollum Rd Apr 25 L (BL.KM). 

Glaucous Gull; Two were at Shoreacres Mar 3 (RD); one was off Brant St Mar 18 (RC); one 
1st win. was off Walkers Line Mar 31,Apr 5 (RD); one ad. was at Woodland Cemetery Apr 7 L 

Caspian Tern: One was at Woodland Cemetery Apr 6 * (BS); 110 were at Tollgate Ponds Apr 

18 (RW); 103 were at Bronte Apr 24 (MJ). . * , 

Co-gHon Tern; Two were at Tollgate Ponds (RvV), and one was at B rente (MJ) Apr 16 -; four 

were at Woodland Cemetery Apr i7 (BC et al,}. . _ . 

Forster's Tern; One was at Woodland Cemetery Apr 11 * (KM.BL et al.)\ two were at Bron .e 
Apr 16 (GE); one was at McCollum Rd Apr 17 (KM.BL); two were, at Fifty Point Apr 17 
(KM.BL.RD.BC); one 1st sum. was at Bronte May 28 (MJ); one was at Van Wagners Ponds May 1 

Black Tern: One was at Windermere Basin May 22*,24 (BTH;KM); one was off Oakes Rd [WGj 
May 23 (KM); one was at Van Wagners Ponds May 31 (RD), 

Black-billed Cuckoo: One was at Middletown Rd & Spencer Creek [ff«l May 22 * (BTH). 

Snowv Owl: One. was at Elfrida [HW] Mar 18 <JM); one was at Tollgate Ponds Mar 20-24 
(KM;AW); one was on the Bay off Victoria St [HW] Mar 21 (RC); one iM. was at CCIW Mar 24 
(RD); one was late at Governors & Binkley Rds Apr 25 L (fide MS). 

Long-eared Owl: One was at Westdale Ravine [tfW] May 1 (RvV); one was at Hyde Tract May 22 
(BTH). 

Cosmos Highthawk: Five were at Downtown Brantford [BRl May 23 * (MS), 
whip-poor-will: One f. was at Shell Park May 15 * (MJ); one was at the Hyde Tract May 22 

(BTH). 

Chimney Swift: One was at Beamer C.A. Apr 18 ~ (M0 et a !.), 

Ruby-throated RussKingbirds One was at Burloak Woods May 10 * (MJ). 
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Red-headed Woodpecker: One was at Chedcke Hospital [HW] Hay 6 * (RC); one was at 
Lakeshore & Burloak Dr [HL] May 17 (MJ). 

Red-b ellied Woodpecker: Three were 1,5 km RE of St. George [5/?] May 8 (BL); one was 4 kra 
NNW of Glen Morris [fccfl May 22 (BTH); one was 2 km SE of Glen Morris [SR] May 22 (BTH). 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One was at Henderson Hospital \HW\ (RC), and one was at 
Shoreacres (RD) Apr 8 F; one was at Dundas Marsh May 17 L (RD). 

Three-toed Wood pecker: A sale was well described in a backyard at Forest wood Dr, 
Oakville [77L] Apr 5 * (DR, fide PWh). 

Northern Flicker: A "Red-shafted/Yellow-shafted" intergrade male was seen at Lewis Rd 
at the Lakeshore [77W] Apr 29 (RD). 

Pileated Woodpecker. One was at Woodland Cemetery Apr 8 (JD,RC); one was over Hwy 6 
below Clappiscn Corners [HV\ Apr 16 (RD); one was at Millgrove Loam Pits Apr 20 (RD); one 
was at Dundas Marsh May 17-22 (m.obs.); one was at Beverly Swamp May 29 (RD). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: One was at Old Dundas Rd [HV\ May 29 * (BCu). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: One was at Bronte May 12 * (GE). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One was at Shell Park May 12 * (MJ); 2 were at Shoreacres May 
24 (BL). 

Alder Flycatcher: One was at the Beverly Swamp May 22 * (3TH). 

Willow Flycatcher: One was at Shell Park May 12 * (MJ). 

Least Flycatcher: One was at Burloak Woods (MJ), and two were at Beverly Swamp (RC) May 
1 *• 

Eastern Phodbe: One was at Bronte Harbour (GE) and at Coker Lane [HU] (DM et aj.) Mar 28 
* 

Great Crested Flycatcher: One was at Burloak Woods Apr 28 * (MJ). 

Eastern Kingbird: One was at Mackenzie Rd. Hagersville [777/] Apr 30 * (MS). 

Purple Martin: Five were at Kelson Ave Apr 30 * (RD,RvV); two were at Grass Lake May 24 
(BL). 

Tree Swallow: Three were at Beamer C.A. Mar 30 * (BS). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow; One was at Van Wagners Ponds Apr 14 * (RD). 

Bank Swallow: Three were at Woodland Cemetery Apr 17 * (RD,BC,BL,KM), 

Cliff Swallow: One was at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Apr 25 * (KM,BL). 

Barn Swallow: Two were at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 9 * (RD,BC). 

Tufted Titmouse One was in Dundas Apr S ( fide MS); one was at Appleby Creek [77 L] May 10 
(PM). 

Brown Creeper: One was at Caledonia Mar 26 F (RC). 

Carolina Wren: Two terr, were at Shoreacres Apr 5-on (RD;ra.obs.); one was at Dundas 
Marsh Apr 17 (RD et ai.); two were at Burloak Woods and two at Shell Park Apr 25-on (MJ); 
one was at Van Wagners Ponds Apr 27 (RD); one was at Beamer C.A. May 1 (MS); one was at 
Glen Morris [87?] May 22 (RD); one was at Bronte Harbour May 22 (BTH); one was in 
Flamborough May 30 (MS). 

House Wren: One was at Burloak Woods (MJ), and one was at Kelson Ave (BL,KM) Apr 25 *. 
Winter Wresu One terr. m. at Lennon & Gore P\ds Mar 27 (BL) was likely an overwintering 
bird; three were at Shoreacres Apr 8 F (RD); 15 were at Bronte Apr 12 (MJ); one was at 
Burloak Woods May 5 L (MJ). 

Marsh Wren: One was at Tollgate Ponds Apr 30 * (RW); one was at Dundas Marsh May 22 
(BTH). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Ten were at Shoreacres Apr 8 F (RD); 22 were at Bronte Apr 23 
(MJ); five terr. were at Hyde Tract, two terr. were at Kirkwall Tract [r/ST] May 22 (BTH). 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One was at Woodland Cemetery Apr 3 * (MO); 41 were at: Bronte Apr 
29 (MJ); one was at Shell Park May 13 L (MJ). 

Blue-gray Gnatcateher: One was at Dundas Marsh Apr 17 * (BL,RD,BC,KM); two were at 
Burloak Woods Apr 23 (MJ); four were at Beverly Swamp May I (RC); six were at Bronte May 
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3 (MJ): three were at Shoreacres May 4 (RD.RvV); two terr. were or Valeris Rd, Beverly 
Swamp May 6 (RD); two terr. were at Middletown Rd at Spencer Creek May 6 (RD). 

Eastern Bluebird: One was at Cokers Lane |J/V) Mar 30 F (RD); one was on V'alens Rd S of 
8th Cone [m/\ Apr 7 (RD); two were at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley, and two were at the 
Governors Rd C.A. [i7£7] May 31 (BL,CB,BM). 

Veery: One was at Burloak Woods May 1 * (MJ). 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: Two were at Burloak Woods May 24 * (MJ,CBa), 

Swainson’s Thrush: One was at Lewis Rd at the Lakeshore Apr 29 * (RD). 

Henait Thrush: One wintering bird was at Appleby Line at the Lake Mar 9 * (RD et al.) ; 
one was at Bronte Harbour Apr 9 F (WC); 6 were at Bronte Apr 12 (GE.MJ); 3 were at Bronte 
May 7 L (MJ). 

Wood Thrush: One was at Kelson Ave Apr 2 5 * (BL,KM). 

Gray Catbird: One was at Woodland Cemetery May 1 F (BL,GN). 

Northern Mockingbird: Two were at Shell Park May 21 (MJ). 

Brown Thrasher: One was at Burloak Woods Apr 12 F (MJ). 

American Pipit: One was at Woodland Cemetery Apr 6 * (RD); one was at Woodhill Rd S of 
Hwy 5 May 12,18 (RC;RD). 

Northern Shrike: One was at Westover [H W3 Mar 19 (RC); one was at 10t.h Rd E Apr 11 L 
(RSn.RSt). 

Shrike species: A shrike was briefly obse:rved on the N side of Mountsberg C.A. A£r_23 L 
(J0.BS). 

White-ey ed V ireo: One was at Burloak Woods May 12 * (MJ). 

Solitary Vireo: Two were at Burloak Woods Apr 28 * (MJ); one terr. was at Martins Rd, 
Dundas Valley May 20 (RD); one terr was at Kirkwall Tract May 22 (BTH); one was at 
Burloak Woods May 24 L (MJ.CBa). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: One was at Beverly Swamp May 1 * (RC); two terr. were at 
Middletown Rd & Spencer Creek May 5 (BS,JC); two were at Scenic Dr [SR] May 6 (BL); one was 
at Pioneer Grove May 8 (BL); one terr. was at 6th Cone W of Hwy b [77^3 May 21 (RD), 

Warbling Vireo: One was at Beverly Swamp May 1 * (RC). 

Philadelphia Vireo: One at Burloak Woods May 10 * (MJ); 1 was at Woodland Cemetery May 31 
(BS). 

Red-eyed Vireo: One was at Shell Park May 5 * (MJ). 

Blue-winged Warbler: One ®, was at Shell Park May 3 * (MJ). 

'•LAWPJE NCETS” WARBLER: One m. was on the N Shore of Coates Paradise [WJ] May 23 * (JK). 
Golden-winged Warbler: One was at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 9 * (RC); one m. was at 
Bronte Woods May 12 L (GE), * 

Tennessee Warbler: One was at Pioneer Grove May 8 * (BL); 3 were at Shoreacres May 26 L 
(RD). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: One was at Sassafras Woods [HL] May 7 * (rtD); one was at Bronte 
Harbour May 21 L (MJ). 

Nashville Warbler: One was at Woodland Cemetery Apr 30 * (RD); five terr. were at Valens 
Rd, Beverly Swamp May 22 (BTH). 

Northern P&rula: One a. was at Burloak Woods May 10 * (MJ); one was at Oneida 2nd Line 
May 11 (MS); one f. was at Bronte Woods May 12 (GE), 

Yellow Warbler: One was at Shell Park Apr 30 * (MJ). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: One was at Bronte Harbour (MJ), and one was at Clarke Rd (BL) 
May 5 *; four were at Bronte May 24 L (MJ). 

Magnolia Warbler: One was at Burloak Woods May 3 * (MJ); 19 were at Bronte May 15 (MJ); 
two were at Shoreacres May 26 L (RD). 

Cape May Warbler; One was at Bronte (GE), and one was at Smithville Sewage Ponds (RC) 
May 9 *; eight were at Bronte May 17 (MJ). 
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Black-throated Blue Warbler: One was at Burloak Woods Hay 3 * (MJ); 11 were at Bronte 
May 15 (MJ); two were at Shoreacres May 26 L (RD). 

Yellow-runped Warbler: Cne was at Beamer C.A. (MS et al.), and one was at Woodland 
Cemetery (BL,RD,BC) Apr 9 *; one was at Burloak Woods May 24 L (MJ.CBa). 

Black—throated Green Warbler: One was at Beaaer C.A, May 1 * (MS); 2 were at Burloak 

Woods May 24 L (MJ.CBa). w „. T 

Blackburnian Warbler: Two were at Burloak. Woods May 5 * (MJ); one was there May 24 L 

(M J^CBs) 

PilS Warbler: One was at Bronte Creek (GE), and one was at the foot of Fifty Rd (KM) Apr 
24 *; one was at Golf Links Rd, Ancaster {ffh] Apr 28 (RC); one was at Lewis Rd at the 
Lakeshore Apr 29 (RD); eight were at the Hyde Tract May 1 (BL.KG); two m. were at the 
Kirkwall Tract [HW\ May 1 (BUKG); one terr. was at Oriskany [HN] May 9 (RC); one was at 
Burloak Woods May 10 L (MJ); one m. was at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley May 20,31 


(RDjBL.CBJJM). , r „ 

Prairie Warbler: One terr. a. was at 6th Cone W of Kirkwall Rd [HW j May 15 on 

(JC,AE;n.obs.). 

Pala Warbler: One was at Shell Park Apr 24 * (MJ). 

Bay-breasted Warbler: Two were at Bronte Woods May 9 * (PM); six were there May 24 L 
(MJ.CBa). 

Blackpoll Warbler: One was at Copetown Bog,. Slots Rd May 13 - (MS), 

Cerulean Warbler; One m. was at Berry C.A. May 11 * (BS); one terr. was 4 km NNW of Glen 
Morris May 22 (BTH); two terr. were at the Turner Tract [HW\ May 30 (HC et al.). 
Black-and-white Warbler: One was at Burloak Woods Apr 30 * (MJ); 2 were at Bronte May 24 

American Redstart: Two were at Bronte May 5 * (MJ); 13 were there May 15 (MJ); three were 
there May 27 L (MJ). 

Ovenbird: One was at the Burlington Beach Canal (BL,KG), and 1 was at Beamer C.A. (MS) 


May i *. „ , 

Northern Waterthrush: One was at Shell Park Apr 26 * (MJ); 20 were on terr. at Beverly 

Swamp May 1 (RC); one was at Dundas Marsh May 18 L (RD,BL et al.). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: One terr. was at Dundas Valley C.A. May 2 * (RSt); one was at 
Tiffany Falls C.A. May 19 (PR), and two ad. feeding young were there May 30 (HC et al.); one 
terr. was at Sulphur Springs [HW] May 22 (HC et al.). 

Kentucky Warbler: One m. was at Burloak Woods May 10 vMJ). 

Connecticut Warbler: One was at the N Shore of Cootes Paradise May 23 - (JK). 

Mourning Warbler: One was at Burlaok Woods May 10 * (MJ). 

Coanon Yellovthroat; Two were at Beverly Swamp May 1 * (RC); eight were at Bronte May 15 

Hooded_WarWen One m, was at Berry C.A. May 13 * (BS); one terr. was at Martins Rd, 
Dundas'Valley May 20,22 (RD^TH). 

Wilson’s Warbler: One was at Bronte May 9 * (PM). Correction; In 1992 summary (Wood Duck 
Vol 46 No 2), two at Bronte on "May 2" should be "May 12". 

Canada Warbler: Two were at Burloak Woods May 10 * (MJ); one was at Shoreacres May 26 L 

Scarlet Tanager: One was at Bronte (GE), and one was at Sraithvili.e Sewage Ponds (RC) Mc.y 
9 *. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: First arrivals were widespread May 5 * (a.obs.). 

Indigo Bunting: One m. was at Books Landing, Grimsby [A'G] A£r_28 * (PG). 

Rufous-sided Tovhee: One was at Westfield Heritage Centre [HW 1 Apr 13 F (BB). 

American Tree Sparrow: Two were at Shell Park Apr 26 L (MJ). 

Chipping Sparrow: One was at Bronte Creek Apr 17 F (GE). 
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Clay-colored Sparrow; One terr. was at Valens Rd & 6th Cone, and one terr, was at 
Rockton Sparrow Field May 22 * (BTH). 

Field Sparrow; One was on terr. at Foreman Rd N of RR 97 Apr 14 * (RD). 

Vesper Sparrow; One was at Bronte (GE), and one was near Crieff Bog [WL] (BTH) May 22 *. 
Savannah Sparrow; One was at Valeris Rd S of 8th Cone Apr 7 F (RD). 

Grasshopper Sparrow: One was at Six Nations Reserve (RC), and two were at Rockton 
Sparrow Field (RD) May 5 *. 

Fox Sparrow One was at Books Landing, Grimsby Mar 11 * (PG); eight were at Bronte Apr 
12 (MJ). 

Lincoln’s Sparrow; One was at Shell Park May 5 * (MJ); seven were at Bronte May 12 (MJ); 
four were there May 24 L (MJ.CBa). 

3wa*p Sparrow: One was at Shoreacres Apr 3 F (RD); one was at Shell Park May 19 L (MJ). 
White-throated Sparrow: One at Shoracres Apr 5,8 (RD) was likely wintering; one was at 
Burlington Beach Canal Apr 23 F (RD); one was at Bronte Harbour May 29 L (MJ). 
White-crowned Sparrow: One at Coker Lane Mar 28 (HC et al.) was likely overwintering; 
one was at Shell Fark May 2 F (8L,RD,3C), and three were there May 22 L (BTH). 

Dark -eyed Juncos Two were at Burloak Woods May 3 L (MJ). 

Lapland Longspun: Three were at 10th Rd E, Saltflaet Apr 3 * (JO). 

Snow Bunting: Twenty-three were at. Reg Rd. 97 & Lennon Rd Mar 19,20L (RC). 

Bobolink: One was near the Beverly Swamp (RC), and one was at 10th Rd E (MS) May 1 *. 
Red-winged Blackbird: One was at St. George [SK] Mar 7 * (BL,KG). 

Eastern Meadowlark: One was at Aldershot High School [HL\ Mar 22 F (RC). 

Western Meadow lark: One ra. was at York [HNi May 4 * (RL). 

Y ellow -h eaded Blac kbird: A f. was at Ramsgate Dr, Stoney Creek Apr 28*-May 1 
(DL,GL;m.obs.). 

Rusty Blackbird: One was at Smithville Sewage Ponds Mar 28 * (RC); two were at 11th Rd E 
Apr 4 (BL,KM); one was at Middletown Rd at Spencer Creek May 6 L (RD). 

Common Grackle; One was at Ancaster Mar 7 F (RC). 

Orchard Oriole: One was at Patterson & Valley Rds [HW] May 5 * (BS,JC); one f. was at 
Berry C.A. May 19 (PR); one was at N Shore of Cootes Paradise May 23 (JK); one was at Old 
Dundas Rd May 29 (BCu); one m. was at Governors Rd C.A. May 31 (BL,CB,BM). 

Northern Oriole: One was at 92 Hostein Dr, Ancaster [HH\ May 1 * (RC). 

Purple Finch: Thirty were at Westfield Heritage Centre Mar 7 (BD); one f. was at Burloak 
Woods May 5 L (MJ). 

White-winged Crossbill: About 30 were at the Hyde Tract Mar 6 (RD,BC,BL); six were at 
Kitchen School Rd [M] Apr 6 (BL); one was at 92 Hostein Dr, Ancaster May 13 L (RC). 

Please send your bird records for June to December by . January 10 to Rob Dobos, 178 
Cedarbrae Ave., Waterloo, Ont, N2L 4S3, or phone (519) 888-0553. 

RAMIL TOR BIRDIHG H Of LINE: 648” 9537 

Reminder: Dennis and Gwen Lewington will be selling Christmas cards and hasty notes 
at the meeting this month. Part of the proceeds help support Club activities. For more 
information call the hewing tons at 662-7952. 

AC the December meeting, Shirley Klement will be selling the 1994 Bruce Trail Calendar 
for the last time this year. Proceeds from the sale of these calendars are used to 
secure, preserve and manage the Bruce Trail, a special, pari of the Niagara Escarpment, 
Cost: $6.00 * GST for mem bets of the B.T.A, $8,00 + GST for non-members. Calendar's can 
also be purchased by calling 529—6321, Phone and mail orders are subject to a $3,00 
postage and handling charge. However, they can be picked up at Raspberry House at the 
RBG Arboretum .» 
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